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universe remaining whole no less, and speaking with him
eye to eye. So far as civilisation, through division of em-
ployment, creates also division of consciousness, and makes
us only too knowing respecting some one class of feelings and
experiences, it incurs the danger of a barren self-concentra-
tion ; which is never perhaps more dreary and hopeless than
where the pursuits of taste and the language of culture give
facilities for varnishing over the lifelessness within. The
distinction in morals between primary and secondary admira-
tion corresponds with that between productive Imagination
and regulative Taste.

The same characteristic differences mark the change from
the primary to the secondary stage in the sentiment of
Reverence. Strange as it may appear, it is one of the un-
doubted subtleties of our nature, that a taste may be formed
for gratifying the feelings of reverence, and self-seeking may
acquire a turn for self-escape in higher objects. When *in-
terestj.n^religion' takes the place of the love of Go^wherT
not Himself, but thoughts and sentiments about Him, are
what is present to the consciousness; when instead of our
being held, as it were, in His hand and ceasing there to be
our own, He simply furnishes an engagement to our mind
and belongs to us as an occasion of solemn and tender feel-
ing ; the first-hand life of faith is exchanged for its drama:
its reality serves only to be worked up into its representation;
and Reverence is detected looking in the glass. It is greatly
to be feared that in our days this secondary principle, of
concern for religion, usurps the place of simple reverence to
an incalculable extent. Of systematic and scientific theology
it is the essential source; nor perhaps can the much-disputed
relation between religion and theology be more accurately
determined than by recourse to the distinction on which I
am dwelling, and saying that the one is the expression of the
primary, the other of the secondary stage of reverence. The
division of worships and coexistence of sects within the
nominal embrace of the same'system, are the grand stimulus
to theology; not only in the academic schools, but in the